VOTING ISSUES FOR MILITARY MEMBERS

I. Residency for voting purposes

A. Generally. Only United States Citizens over the age of 18 may vote in elections in
the United States, and in order to vote in any particular election, a citizen must be registered
with the appropriate voting office or board of elections. Although the states have different
registration requirements, most require proof of age and residence within that jurisdiction.
Federal law guarantees that your state of residency shall not be lost solely due to absence from
that state due to military orders. Section 595 of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act provides
in part that military service in a particular state, without more, does not establish residency in
that state for Federal, state or local voting purposes. (A servicemember may become a resident
and domicile of a state in which he is located by intending to make that state his permanent
residence, as evidenced by registering to vote in that state, paying income taxes in that state,
obtaining a drivers’ license in that state, and through other means.) The military has a program
designed to help servicemembers get registered, and vote. The program is called the Federal
Voting Assistance Program (FVAP), and implements DoD Directive 1000.4, "Federal Voting
Assistance Program (FVAP)", 04/14/2004, both of which can be found online at:
http://www.fvap.gov/index.html.

1. How to vote while in the military. Military members on active duty will
most-likely decide to vote using absentee ballots, which are available from local
election boards, or in some cases, can be obtained online. Registered voters can fill out
the absentee ballot, and mail it to the appropriate jurisdiction by the applicable deadline,
and be counted. The FVAP website has updated schedules for state and Federal
elections. Persons who need more information or assistance should contact their unit’s
Voting Assistance Officer, or can call FVAP directly at 1-800-438-8683.
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